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Gosh, has it really been seven years since Mike went on to his next chapter and almost five years since we
formed this Fund?? Seems like just a blink of an eye and yet also a lifetime…
Once again, we the Governing Board of the Got Mike! Fund want to thank you. You have made this all
possible. You have believed with us that somehow we could make a difference in someone’s life, help them
live a little fuller, and have a lot more fun. You have helped us help other groups who are helping others.
You and us together. In Mike’s memory.
There are so many ‘Mike stories’ we all like to tell. He was a character and anyone who spent any time with
him felt it immediately. One I have to tell came after he passed away. I received a call from one of his old
buddies, Tony Ippolito (who is also on our Governing Board). It was just a few weeks after Mike had died
suddenly and Tony was checking on me like many other friends and family were doing. I so loved these
check-ins and they always had some reminiscing attached to them that would get us laughing… & crying.
This one was no different. Tony said that a bunch of the old gang from South Philadelphia had just gotten
together remembering Mike. Someone brought up the idea that maybe they as a group could help fulfill
Mike’s ‘bucket list’ of things he hadn’t gotten to….. and so Tony asked me what was still on Mike’s list? I
thought a few moments and a few more. I then said that Mike would probably say he’d want to surf better
or play better slack-key guitar or beat Steve, Paul, and Dave even more in tennis (all are also on our
Governing Board). But truth is, he already did all these things and pretty darn well. I couldn’t think of
anything so said I’d ask our son, Michael (also on our Governing Board). I did and ya know what???
Michael couldn’t come up with anything either. Wow. What a lesson. Not long after this I told Tom this
story, one of Mike’s good friends (also on the Governing Board). Tom laughed his infectious bubbly laugh
and said, “Yeah that guy always just did what he needed to do. No one could make him wait till later!” Yep,
that was Mike. Imagine if we all didn’t wait for later or refused to take no for an answer (oh boy, there’s lots
of Mike stories on that one!). What if none of us had a bucket list and instead just lived life that fully?
So, with your help, that’s what we’re trying to do here….. help others live their bucket lists now.
We are proud to carry on this mission, to see the grins of accomplishment, to hear the whoops and peals of
laughter, and to have someone say they didn’t think they could ever do something they are now doing. We
are honored to carry on Mike’s message and his life’s work, his spirit, and his name through this Fund and
we thank you for being ambassadors with us. Because of your generosity, our dedicated volunteers, and
the gift of ongoing administrative support from his non-profit organization (Networks for Training and
Development, Inc.) we have been able to continue to do much these past five years. For this past year in
particular, together we have supported:
 The fifth annual Got Mike! Fund Educational Leadership Award and Scholarship through APSE
(Association of People Supporting Employment First) given to a selected doctoral student specializing in
inclusion and employment of people with disabilities.
 NJ Sharing Network’s annual 5k race and all their work in organ donation.
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 Kihei Canoe Club’s Adapted Paddling events with Maui Department of Recreation in Kihei, HI.
 Life Rolls On adapted surfing events on the East Coast.
 The fifth annual Got Mike! Fund Job Coach Award to a wonderful self-advocate and motivational coach
helping others with disabilities get jobs, speak up for themselves, and design their own lives.
 Two annual friend-raising / fund-raising events --- a summer Phillies baseball game and a winter holiday
“Mike’s Birthday Bash”.
 Bayada’s Annual Adapted Regatta in Phila., PA.
 Butterfly Effect / BE the Effect Maui’s various activities promoting women in non-competitive water
sports, entrepreneurship, education, and community activism.
 David Block’s work in making amazing film documentaries and in completing his graduate degree in
journalism (www.blindfilmaker.com).
 A young Philadelphian’s desire to connect more with his Hispanic culture and language.
 Collaboration with Buffalo Bill’s Premium Snacks / Choo Choo R Snacks, Inc. and Amazon to offer
“Coolers with a Cause” which donates a portion of every purchased cooler to the Fund
(http://www.bbjerky.com/got-mike-fund-gift-coolers/).
All this while having more than 97% of donations being used directly to benefit others, promote the Fund, or
be available to do the same… helping people live with dignity and fun.
Please consider remembering Mike and his Fund this holiday season. Any gift is gratefully accepted, helps
to keep his work living on, and is tax deductible. Visit the Fund’s website (www.gotmikefund.org) and our
Facebook page to stay involved. Also please consider designating us via Amazon Smile
(http://smile.amazon.com/ch/23-2703118) for all your holiday and regular purchases (allowing a portion of
their purchased amount to go to this Fund).

From all of us and the many people we have helped to live a fuller and happier life, a very hearty thanks to
all of you! May your holidays be full of joy and a new year of crossing off more things on your bucket list!!
With big love,
Rosa McAllister
Michael Landes
Paul Bartolomeo, Esq.
Steve Nasuti

Tony Ippolito
Dave McCoy
Tom Keating, Ph.D.

